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FULFILLMENT OF THE GDR
ECOROMIC PLAN FOR THE SECOND QUARTER 1951

On 26 July, the State Planning Commission of the German Democratic Republic
issued a report on the fulfillment ¢* the 1951 Economic Plan during the second
quarter of the current year. This report contains the following information:

Industr

The plan for gross industrial production in the second quarter 1951 was
fulfilled 107 percent, a rise of 25 percent over the industrial output during
the second gquarter 1950.

. This overfulfillment is credited to the efforts of the people-cwned indus-
tries, vhose gross output for the second quarter 1951 is given as 26 percent
nigher than the output for the comparable period of the previous year. The
production of cooperative and private enterprises shows an increase of 22
percent. ove. the corvesponding period in 1050.

Table 1 (appended) shows the fulfillment of the various industrial quotas
for the second quarter 1951.

Planned production quotas were exceeded by a considerable margin fcr a
number of important products, such as brown coal, briquettes, copper ore, rolled
steel, sulfuric acid, rayon, textiles, stockings and socks, and shoes.

During May and June 1951, the monthly production targets for bituminous
coal were exceeded by 103 and 101 percent, respectively.

Production increases of specific items during the second quarter 1951 over
the comparable pericd in 1950 are shown in Table 2,
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In the field of sclence and technology, procésses have been developed for
the production of metallurgical coke from brown coal, of fireproof building
blocks from kieserite, and of magnetic materials from am iron-nickel base.

Jhe machine-building industry has started production of cont!nuous spidning
frames for artificial silk, of looms with bobbinless shuttles {»r increased
veft sp2ed, of four-pulley briguette presses, and of a newly des.gned harvest-
1iog ccohine.

Shortcomings in the fulfillment of the industrial plam for the second
quarter 1951 were evidenced by frailure to meet production targets for cranes
for the metallurgical industry, macluinery for rolling mills, steel castings,
large transformers, electric light bulbs, calcined soda, phosphorus fertilizers,
photographic and motion picture f£ilm, bricks, ro 2ing tiles, woolen textiles,
leather, cellulose for textiles, meat and meat products, and canned fish.

Conversion of the machine factories to the production of heavy machinery
has not kept puce with requirements, which, in turn, 1s responsible for the
nonfulfillment of certain other planned qucte:,

The electrical industry is criticized for failure to produce high-quality
large -scale equipment for export.

To dmprove the labor situation, the speedy and extenmsive adoption of
the countracting system is urged.

Cooperation of industrial plants with the foreign trade agencies, zoopera-
tives, state trade centers (Handelszentralen), and with the enterprises engaged
in carryinz out investment projects is termed inadequate.

The Laender governments are criticized for their lack of know-how in organ-
izing the local people-owned industries intc important sources for the additional
production of consumers' goods They are accused of limiting themselves to pass-
ing administrative measures, and of failure to direct the utilization of local
reserves,

Agricullure

According to information thus far obtained by the State Planning Commission
the agricultural plan for the second quarter 1951 was fulfilled 99.2 percent.
The entire people-owned agricultural area was planted, an achievement which is
termed significant because the planting arrears which had to taz made up during
the second quarter 1951 wexe Z3.7 percent greater than the planting backlog
for the =ezond quarter 1950.

The introduction of the activ!st movement in the machine rental stations
and on people-owned farms resulted in & 59-percent increase in tractor operations
over the corresponding period in 1950.

Fertilizer requirements based on planting schedules were met as follovws
(in percent of plan): nrtitrogen L00.6, phosphorus 67.3, potash 106.9, and lime
108.1.

The livestock census of 10 June 1951 shows the following increase over that
of 3 Jume 1950 (in percent). cattle 5.7, hogs 18.3, and sheep 16.6.

The number of brood sows increased 29,6 percent over the comparable period
in 1950, and the 1951 quota has already been completed 108.5 percent.
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Milk production has risen to 126.4 percent of the total for the second
quarver 1950, and the average milk production per cow was increased by 11 per-
cent.

Sec cnd -quarter quotas for the deep-sea and comstal fisheries were fulfilled
101.2 percent; hovever, the quota deficit for the first quarter 1951 has uot
been compensated for.

Trapsportation

The tounage quota for freight transportation for the second quarter 1951
was fulfilled 104 percent. The average number of freight cars Loaded per day
increasad v 17, as compared with the same period in 1950. The following figures
show ‘he increase in certain freight car loading operations over the second
guarter 1950.

2d Qu 51
in ﬁ of 2d Qu 50
Coke and coal : 111.8
Building materials 11k.4 .
Lunber 104.4
Metals, scrap, ures 140.6
Foodatuffs 106.5

Reduction of the average freight car turnaround time by the Reichsbahn is
regarded as a noteworthy achievement. Whereas the 1951 plan calleu for the
reduction of average freight car turnaround time from the 1950 level of 3.73
days to 3.65 days, this sime was reduced to 3.10 days during the second quarter 1951,
exceeding the planned target by 15 percent. The average load for freight
trains was increased by 5.6 percent, chiefly as the result of operating heavy
freight irains. 4An 8-percent reduction of coal consumption, as compared with
the corresponding period of 1950, was a.so0 achleved.

The total number of railroad passengers carried was 102 percent of the
second quarter 1950.

The quota for inland water freight was fulfilled 102 percent. Neverthe-

less, even greater efforts are called for by the Directorate General for Water

Transport to make up for nonfulfillment of the quota in the first quarter 1951. R
The target for automotive transportation was fulfilled 132 percent.

The queta for reconstructicm and new construction. of roads and bridges
has not been fulfilled.

Postal and Telecommunications

The performsnce target for the postal and teleccmmunications system vas ful-
filled 97.7 percent for the second quarter i%Si. The uumhcs of telephone trunk
lines was increased by 10 percent, as compared with the second guarter 1950.
Sirce 30 June 1950, the total number of radin listeners has increased from

210,000 to 3,360,000 /sic/
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Investments

As of 30 June 1951, 32.2 percent of the 1951 iavestment plan had been com-
pleted. Investments during the first © months increased 34.2 percent over the
comperatle period im  )50. At the end of the secodd quarter 1951 the various
adminic'rations c¢f the Ministry for Heavy Industry had fulfilled their 1951
targets as follows:

Percent of
1951 Plan Fulfilled

Main Administration (HV) for Coal 32.8
Main Adminiztration for Metalluryy 33.5
Maiy Administration for Chemistry 41.8
Main Administration rfor Stones and Earths h2.1
Main Admimstration for the Building Industry Uk, 7
Ministry for Machine Building 41,3
Sta%s Se.retariat for the Food and Bave:age Industry 31.6
Mim:try for Transportation 31.C

The plants officially designated as hey industrial enterprises fulfilled
their investment targets by 37.7 percent

The Ministries for Postal end Tels-cmuunications and for Public Health,
the State Secretariu* for Collection and Purchasing, and the Geological Commission
were far 1n arrears in the Julfillment of their quotas for the second quarter

1951.

As of 30 June 1951, the various Laender of the GDR had fulfilled their
investment plans by the following percentages. Brandenburg, 30.3; Mecklenburg,
34.3; Sachsen-Anhalt, 23.7; Thueringen. 34.9; and Sachsen, 27.4. Berlin
fulfilled tne 1951 investment plan 31 &-percent.

Build:ng operations were accelera‘*ed during the second quarter 1951. Ful-
fillment of the 1751 tuildimg plen, which wiz 1N percent in the first quarter,
increaced to 40 percent in the second quarter.

During the second quarter, tue Ministry for Recomstruction, the Laender
government:, aud the Mein Administration for the Building Industry again failed
to pay sufficient attention to housing ccnstruction, Operations vere slowed
down by delays in the drawing up of tuilding plens, failure to move available
materials to construction sites, as rejuired, and inadequate recruiting of man-
pover.

Manpower

The uamber of workers ia people-owmed ind' .tries hes increased by 250,000
over the same period in 1950  New workers wer: hired principally for machine-
building plants, and for the metallurgical and building industries. The oumber
of women workers increased from 25 percent of the total number in the second
quarter 1350 to 28 percent in the second quarter 1951,

Average nproductivity per wurker (9o the people-owned industries) increased
by 10.6 percent over the same pericd last year
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Trade with West Germany iy et

Trade with West Germany during the second quarter 1951 dropped to 76.8 el '
percent of the turnover during the corresponding period of 1950, ’b‘, {'-j
& ; |
. o
Foreign Tr.de Y i
v, - l
The foreign trade turnover of the GDR increased to 188.4 percent of the i" : {

comparable perfod in 1950. As of 30 June 1951, foreign vrade with the USSR i

and the People’s Democracies amounted to 80 5 percent of the GDR's foreign 53 5
trade turnover. During the current report period, trade with the USSR

increased to 197.9, with Poland to 145.5, and with Czeckoslovakia to 14%.6
percent of the figures for the second quarter 1950, i a

Ferelgn trade with China rose consiierably during the second quarter,
esneclally shipments of machines and chemical products, and purchases of cotton,
oleagino.: crops, and casings.

The mo:t important export increases were achieved for products of the
= thine building, ele-trical, precision instruments, optical, and chemical
industries.

Increases of imports applied chiefly to rolled stock, pig iron, cotton,
hides and untanned leather, fats, grain, fish, and fish producis

Consumers' Goods Turnover and Supply of the Population

The planned quota for the turnover of consumers' goods during the second
quarter 195) kas becn fulfilled. The value increase over the comparable period
in 1950 amounts to 20.4 percent. 1In view of the various price reductions which
had been effacted, the percentage of volume increase is substantially higher.

The turnover of the state trade organizations (Ho) by value rose to 141

percent for food and beverages, and to 153 9 percent for industrial goods as
compared with the second quarter 1950.

Lovering of Production Costs

According to figures submitted for the firgt [s1c] quarter 1951, the plan
for lowering production costs of the following pe:ple -owned industries has been
met as shown:

Coct “eductions Cost Reductions
Called for by Achieved
1551 Plan (%) as of 30 Jun 1651 (%)
Heavy industry 5.5 5.6
Machine building industry 6.8 4.3
Light industry 6.3 k.3
Food and beverage industry 4.0 3.0
Centrally administered industries 5.9 k.6

During the first 6 months cf 1951, the Ministry for Heavy Industry saved
14 million Deutsche marks in the plants under its supervision, and mede this
amount available for ~dministrative expenditures (budget ). r
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Cultural Activities

At ten vorkers' and farmers' schools, 7,072 young students were given the
opportunity to prepare themselves for enrollment in institutes of advanced edu-
cation between 1 April and 30 Jun 1951.

Public Heal*h

During the second guarter 1951, five polyclinics, five mobile hospital
units, 46 local nursing stations, and k6 first-aid stations were added to the
public health system. In three polyclinics, children's wards have been set
up. [ospital and day uursery facilitles were improved.

Table 1. GDR Gross Industrial Production in the Second Quarter 1951

Branca of Industry Plan Fulfillment Sﬁ}

Fover 101
°© Mining 167
Metallurgy 105
Machine tuilding 104
Electrical indus:ry g4
Frecision instruments and opti: i industry 116
Chemical 1ndustry 107
Building materials industry 97
Wood processing industry 125
Textile tndustry 109
Leather, shoe, and clothing industries 120
Cellulose and paper industry 109
Printing industry 97
Timber industry 108
110

Ford industry

Table 2. Increase in Gross Output of Certain Products in the GDR in the
Second GQuarter 1951, as Compared Yith the Same Period im 1950

Production in %

Produc t __ of 1950
Electric power 107

Gas . 113

Blark ccal 118

Brown coal 110
Briquetves 108

Copper ore 132
Potassium salvs 106

Pig iron 105

Steel ingots 156

Rolled steel 151 .
Electrolytic copper 139

Bricks 117
Artificial silk 172
Cellulose wool 111
Czllulose for textiles 121
Textiles 134
Bicycles 134

136 .

Electric motors
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Production in 17

Product . of 1950
Sulfuric acid 116
Caustic soda 121
Cement J11
Stockings and socks 147
Shoes of all types 133

Including leather shoes 151
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